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What is the FAFSA?

Documents needed to complete the FAFSA

FSA ID

Tips for Success

A look at the FAFSA






Free Application for Federal Student Aid — FAFSA

Serves as application for federal and state financial aid programs
* Pell Grant

 Federal Work Study

 Federal Student Loans

« HOPE/Zell Miller Scholarships and Grants

Annual application opens every October 1. https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-
for-aid/fafsa


https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

2021 IRS Tax Documents
« Form 1040

« Schedules 1, 2 and 3
 Schedule C

« 2021 W2s

Other income and asset documentation

« 2021 Child Support Received/Paid

 Current checking/savings/cash on hand amounts

* Net value documentation of real estate/investments (not primary home)



* 2 page document/2"d page signature
* \Verification may require a signed copy to be submitted to Financial Aid Office



IRS Schedules that were completed with the 1040
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Used to determine FAFSA income earned from work
May have more than 1 Schedule C
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Used for FAFSA income earned from
work

May have more than 1 W2

Question on FAFSA reguests amounts
for these codes that appear in Box 12 —
D,E,FFG,Hand S
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Taxpayer can log into
https:/lwww.irs.gov/individuals/get-
transcript

Search IRS Get Transcript
Get Transcript Online
Log in with/Create ID.Me account

Request 2021 Tax Return Transcript


https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript
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Serves as log in for all federal education websites, including FAFSA.

Allows utilization of IRS Data Retrieval on FAFSA

Both student and 1 parent need to create their own FSA ID. (Parent may
have existing FSA ID from their own prior student status or a prior
dependent child’s FAFSA

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch


https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
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Social Security Card

« Use Correct SSN (No Tax ID Number)

« Name as it appears on SSC

« Correct Date of Birth

 Personal email and cell phone number






Status Questions — These statuses require 3 party documentation (i.e.
court documents, DFACYS)

Emancipated Minor

Ward of the Court

Legal Guardianship (Not Custody)
Foster Care

Orphan

Homelessness

List all colleges of interest on FAFSA — up to 10
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Which Parent(s) is included on the FAFSA? Parent(s) student lived with
majority of time during last 12 months. Does NOT have to match tax return
claimed dependent.

Biological/Legally Adoptive parents are the responsible parent to be
Included. Marital status as of date completing FAFSA.

Married — both parents data

Unmarried living together — both parents data

Separated/Divorced — data for parent who provides housing for student
Divorced parent who has remarried — parent and stepparent data
Single/Divorced parent with significant other — parent data only
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Parents with no SSN cannot create an FSA ID

Must print and sign FAFSA signature sheet (If GGC applicant, our office
will process the signature page)

Parents with no SSN input all zeros (000-00-0000) on FAFSA



Dependency Override

« Students with a documentable break in relationship with parents
(abuse/abandonment/neglect).

« Complete FAFSA with student data only/select unable to provide parent
data/Special Circumstance

« Contact Financial Aid Office for instructions

Financial Appeal

 Families who have documentable reduction in income since 2021
« Complete FAFSA with 2021 income as instructed

« Contact Financial Aid Office for appeal instructions
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Best Option!!
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Tabs at top

 Shows order of sections
 Shows current section
* Click on previous tab to return
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STUDENT!
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Current marital
status
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000-00-0000 for
no SSN
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Try for better
accuracy and
ease of
application!
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Best Option!!

IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT)

* Imports tax data from IRS onto FAFSA and flags it
as accurate

* Everyone cannot use this feature
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Exact location of
information on tax
forms
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Optional questions based on income
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Use ? For more details
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Best Option!!
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Best
option

Exact location
of information
on tax forms
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If applying to GGC, you can bring signature page to the
Financial Aid Office for processing.

Other schools, you need to mail to address on form.

If printing Signature Sheet, be SURE to submit without
signatures.

Parents unable to create FSA ID
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Watch for emails from your college — possible requirements for additional
documentation. Contact Financial Aid Office with any questions.

Complete all financial aid and admissions requirements promptly. Aid
offers are only sent to students accepted for admissions with complete
financial aid files. Be sure you were admitted with correct residency
(instate/out of state).

Sign up for earliest orientation. Tuition/Fees post with class registration.

Understand your college charges and know you have enough aid in place to
meet fee payment deadlines.








